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RESPONSE 



Reconsideration of the application is respectfully requested. 

The application is directed to a water soluble package containing a 
detergent composition. The packaging and transport of water soluble packages 
containing fluid substances subjects the formed packages to considerable impact 
forces. A particular problem is that when a number of such packages are loose 
packed in a larger container which is then transported, the impact forces suffered 
by the packages within the container can be severe. The difficulty is that in such a 
situation it only takes one package in the larger container to break for the whole 
product to be ruined as far as the consumer is concerned because the fluid 
contents of the broken package may leak over any unbroken packages. 
Consumer confidence in a product is likely to be badly damaged by such an 
occurrence. The problem of minimising breakage to an acceptable level is 
particularly acute in the area of laundry detergents and other domestic consumer 
products and has not been solved until now. See page 2, line 24 - page 3, line 4 
of the specification. 

Applicants have surprisingly discovered that the above mentioned problems 
and disadvantages of known water soluble packages are substantially addressed 
by the packages according to the invention. In particular, the invention yields 
water soluble packages which are sufficiently robust to withstand (to a 
commercially acceptable level) the rigours of packaging and transport even when 
the fluid substance inside the package is a domestic consumer product such as a 
laundry detergent. The combination of thermoforming the packages of the 
invention and forming the packages into a dome shape confers surprising 
advantages on the packages of the invention. See page 3, line 26 - page 4, line 3 
of the specification. 



2 



It is important that the body wall be thermoformed rather than cold formed 
because applicants have discovered that cold forming stresses the film and 
weakens the end package as a result. See page 4, lines 27 - 31 of the 
specification. 

Claims 1-5 and 8-9 were rejected as being anticipated by Aasted (U.S. 
Patent 5,635,230). Applicants respectfully traverse the rejection. The Examiner 
alleges that Aasted discloses sheets of thermoformed water soluble materials 21 
and 23 in Figure 6a. Applicants respectfully disagree. Aasted differs from the 
present claim 1 and claims dependent therefrom in at least that: 

• Aasted does not disclose sheets of thermoformed material; 

• Aasted does not disclose sheets of materials; 

• Aasted does not disclose thermoformed material. 

Applicants enclose for the Examiner's interest the relevant pages of the 
American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language wherefrom it is clear that 
the prefix "thermo-" indicates pertaining to or caused by heat . By contrast, Aasted 
discloses cold forming. Furthermore, Aasted discloses cold forming pieces of 
chocolate (shells) rather than a sheet of material. In other words, the starting 
material of Aasted is not a sheet of water-soluble material. Rather, the chocolate 
shell of Aasted is the end result of his cold forming process. Thus, in Aasted 
disclosure there is neither a sheet of thermoformable material, nor thermoforming. 
Examiner's attention is called to page 4, lines 27-31 of the invention wherein 
applicants discuss the difference between thermoforming and cold forming. Of 
course, if one were to use thermoforming in Aasted's invention, one would just get 
melted chocolate rather than a sheet of thermoformed material, so cold rather than 
thermoforming is essential for Aasted. 

In light of the above, it is respectfully submitteded that Aasted does not 
disclose each and single element of the present claim 1 and claims dependent 




therefrom. Consequently, it is respectfully requested that the anticipation rejection 
over Aasted be reconsidered and withdrawn. 

Claims 1 and 5-10 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §1 02(e) as being 
anticipated by Dickler et at. (U.S. Patent 6,037,319). Claims 3-4 were rejected as 
obvious over Dickler. Applicants respectfully traverse both rejections. Dickler 
does not disclose either thermoforming or dome-shaped packages. Dickler 
appears to address the shape and the formation of his package in a single 
passage at column 3, lines 24-37. Rather than teaching a dome shape of the 
present invention, Dickler appears to teach a rectangular form. Furthermore, there 
is no disclosure whatsoever of themoforming of any sheets of any material to form 
a body wall of the Dickler packages. Rather, Dickler merely teaches sealing two 
sheets together, without mentioning thermoforming, let alone dome shape. 

With respect to the obviousness rejection of claims 3-4, claims 3-4 are 
dependent upon claim 1 and it is not seen how one of ordinary skill in the art would 
have been led by Dickler to either use thermoforming or dome-shaped packets. In 
light of the above, it respectfully requested that the rejections over Dickler be 
reconsidered and withdrawn. 

In light of the above remarks, it respectfully requested that the application 
be allowed to issue. 

Applicants have requested in each of the prior responses the Examiner's 
acknowledgement of the consideration of documents submitted with: 

• Information Disclosure Statement mailed on May 30, 2000; 

. Supplemental Disclosure Statement mailed on June 8, 2000; 

• Second Supplemental Disclosure Statement submitted on September 12, 
2000. 



4 



A separate letter to that effect was faxed to the Examiner on December 19 
2001. A copy of that fax and the accompanying copies of Information Disclosure' 
Statements and PTO-1449 forms are enclosed herewith. App,ica nt s respectfully 
request the Examiners' acknowledgement of the consideration of these 
documents. 

If a telephone conversation would be of assistance in advancing the 
prosecution of the present application, app.icants' undersigned attorney invites the 
Examiner to telephone at the number provided. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Registration No. 34,396 
Attorney for Applicant(s) 



RM/sa 

(201) 840-2671 
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Words that are believed to be registered trademarks have been 
checked with authoritative sources. No investigation has been 
made of common-law trademark rights in any word, because 
such investigation is impracticable. Words that are known to 
have current registrations are shown with an initial capital and 
are also identified as trademarks. The inclusion of any word 
in this Dictionary is not, however, an expression of the pub- 
lishers' opinion as to whether or not it is subject to proprietary 
rights. Indeed, no definition in this Dictionary is to be regarded 
as affecting the validity of any trademark. 

© 1969, 1970, 1971. 1973. 1975, 1976, 1978, 1979, 1980, 1981 by Houghton Mifflin Company 
All correspondence and inquiries should be directed to 
Dictionary Division, Houghton Mifflin Company 
Two Park Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02107 



All rights reserved under Bern and Pan-American Copyright Conventions 

ISBN: 0-395-20360-0 (new college edition; thumb-indexed) 
0-395-20359-7 (new college edition; plain edges) 
0-395-24575-3 (high-school edition) 
0-395-09066-0 (larger-format edition) 

Library of Congress Catalog Card Number 76-86995 

Manufactured in the United States of America 

Computer-composed by Inforonics, Inc. 
in Maynard, Massachusetts 
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thermo- l^ck 

heat, from thermos, hot. See gwher- in Appendix > ) 

*«Trno^u-pte th*Wkup' S l) n. A thermoelectric ^device 
*"d to measure temperatures accurately, especially one con- 
sisting of two dissimilar metals joined so that a POtenual 

S between heat and other forms of energy, -UwrWdy 

^mo-*iec-tric (thur-mc-I-lik'trik) ^ , *"^Tr'~i 

• 7 »Ti TXn rharacterist c of or resulting from electrical 
r^om^^urrinTin "function with a now of heat. 
^XZT^^^U^ri^ n Electricity 

graph. TtheRMO- + -gram.] thermometer that 

ther*mo*graph (thur'ma-grat , -grai ; n « ^ iRAPH 1 

Tecords the temperature it indicates. + p ?^*} or 

especially of certain biochemicals. Compare thermostable. 

fflffiZ b£y iCA-to^Tta dissociauor tor decom- 
expands and rises in the tube as the temperature increases. 
rrro°mtt™ul'm6-mo'»r) *. An engine operated by 

SSS rsasraSS 

tIyk 1 — ther'mo-tac'tic (-tak'tlk) ad;. . 
,her-mithe?a.p; (thur'mo-th«r^pe) «. Therapy by appl.ca- 

th« n .mot.ro.pism (th 3 r-m6t'r,-piz>> «. fl/o/ogj^ Growth or 
imermy. Indicates heat; for example, diathermy. [New Latin 



plastic jacket j 

tip protector 

filler support 

thermos bottle 



.thermia.HWi Greek therme. heat, from then 
gwher- in Appendix.*) 

the-ro-pod (thtr^pod') n. Any of various ^u, 
saurs of the suborder Theropoda, of the Jun 
taceous periods, characteristically having ^ 
[New Latin- Theropoda : Greek the? beast {« 
Appendix*) + -pod.J -the-rop'odan (thl-rjr/^ 
Ther-si-tos (thar-si'tez). An ugly, abusive Greek i 
by Achilles in the Trojan War. 
the*sau*rus (thi-sor'as) n., pi -«auri (-sorT) or ^ 
book of selected words or concepts as a specialized i 
for music, medicine, or the like. 2. A book of r — 
antonyms. [Latin thesaurus, treasure.] 
these. Plural of thi». _ 
The-se-us (the'se-as, -syoos'). ww* Mythology, 
Attica who slew the Minotaur and conquered the Aa* 
married their queen. -The-se'an (thl-se'an) atf. ^ 
the- sis (thesis) n.. pi -se* (-sez ). 1.A propoatlai 

advanced by a candidate for an academic r* 

maintained by argument. 2. A dissertation adv 
inal point of view as a result of research, 
requirement for an academic degree. 3. A hyp 
sition, especially one put forth for the sake of i 
to be accepted without proof. 4. The first su, 
(see) 6 Prosody. The unstressed part of a foot < 
6 Music. The accented section of a measure, f „ 
TLate Latin, from Greek, a placing, a laying down,*! 
affirmation, from lithenai. to put, place. See **J 

Tra»ri-m (thes'pe-an) adj. 1-Of or pertaming *J 
2 Often small t Of or pertaining to drama; dramatx. . 
thes-pi-an. An actor or actress. 
Thea-pis (thcYpIs). Greek poet of the sixth century] 
puted originator of tragic drama. 
These. Thessalonians (New Testament). 
Thes.sa.lo-ni.an (theVa-lo'ne-an) n. A native or l 
ancient Thessalonica or modern Salonika. -o# Of J 
taining to ancient Thessalonica or modern Sa oruUo 
^es"sa.lo.ni.ans (thcs'^lo'ne^nz) n Plural in tot^ 
with a singular verb. Abbr. Thess. Either of two booj^| 
New Testament consisting of Epistles from trie Ap 
the Christians of Thessalonica. 
Thes.sa-lo~ni.ca. The ancient name for: Salonika. 
Thes-sa Iv (thes'^le). Modern Greek Thw^i 
T3?yl). A division of Greece, occupying 5,907 squmfl 
the central part of the country along the Aegean! Sr- 
lation 698,000. Chief city, Lansa. — TWse^an l 
MiW't*. the-) n. The eighth letter m the Greek 
written 0, $. Transliterated in English « ^ S«< 
[Greek theta. from a Phoenician cognate of 
thet-ic (thet'Ik, the'tik) ad] Also thet r cal AMI 
1 Prosody. Beginning with, cons muting, « 
thesis. 2. Presented dogmatically; arbitranly 
[Greek thetikos. fit for placing, from ^ero^pU 
lithenai. to place. See dhe-' in Appendix ) 
Tho-tis (the4). few* tfyiferfw. One of the NerodM 
of Peleus and mother of Achilles. ^ 
the.ur.gy (the'ur- e) n.. />/. -gies- divine o^. 
intervention in the affairs of man. 
miracles with supernatural assistance. 3. Magicpem_ 
posedly with aid of beneficent spirits as J*™***^ 
Platonists. [Late Utin theurgia from GrcekW 
mental rite, "mystery" : theo- + -™ CY \ j^t* I 
the-ur'ai-cal adi — the-uKgi-cal-ry — 

*r i - a * eii - de t ; e,o ^ ia ' d rEn r g ^ 

Muscular power or strength. l M ™ c «.h .i^- 
alterisVfc, good physical quality. Old English 
custom characteristic. See teu- in Appenaix. J . - 
th^Sk) pron. The third person plural pronoun mdjU 
TivJiase. 1. Used to represent P cr ^%S/^3 
or implied: There are three parts. TheyjU Pff'W j 
persons as a demonstrative pronoun in J?**?^ 
-Blessed are they which are persecuted J^""5L-j 
3 uSd to represent unspecified persons or peopte «J 
VL^eVr the V y say. I'll doit. 
[Middle English thei. partly from Old Norse tnev. p- 
Old English thd. See to- in APP cnd ,^ > A , ' J 
they'd </Aad). Contraction of rtey Aa^ or they 
thev'H (rtal)- Contraction of they will. 
they're (riar). Contraction of they are 
they've (diav). Contraction of they have. ^ 
th^a-mine (thiamin, -men') n Abo^-^J 
B-complex vitamin, C12H.7CIN4OS produceo *j 
occurring naturally in the bran coat oU«in^ ^ 
meat, that is necessary for carbohydrate ^r^^i 
Snaiice of normal neural activity and I he ^prcven 
beri. Also called "vitamin B„ [thJoV + I ^ ( 
thi.a.zine (thi'>zenO n. Any of a clas s o 1 0 ^ g 
compounds containing a ring composed of onc ^ + ^ 
nitrogen atom, and four carbon atoms L™£- 



HI 
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SSZ3toW*M) «• I - A colorless or ^ 
CjH,NS, containing a five-member ring compo^ 
atom, a sulfur atom, and three carbon 1 ator* u 
dyes and fungicides. 2. Any of various a* 
compound. [tw(o)- + azole.1 
thick (thlk) a4. thicker, thickest. 1. ^VL^ , 
in extent from one surface to opposite, ( 
board. 2. Measuring in *«* ^* n8l J 0 s n a pcrso 
3. Heavy in build or stature; thickset, as a p 



necdle/m mum/n no, sudden/ng lhing/0 pot/o ioe/o h 



